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ON THE VERGE

PANTHER LOSS

The Eastern men’s
basketball team lost to
Tennessee-Martin, 8784, Thursday night.
Page 8

Check out this week’s Verge for
movie reviews, a story about the
Polar Plunge, and more.
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CUPB to
discuss
layoffs,
budget

New alcohol law provides protection

By Analicia Haynes
Administration Editor | @Haynes1943

By Kaitlin Cordes
Staff Reporter | @DEN_News

The Council on University Planning
and Budgeting will hear responses from
President Glassman and the vice presidents regarding the layoffs and budgetary
issues at their meeting at 2 p.m. Friday in
Room 1895 of the Martin Luther King
Jr. University Union.
According to the minutes from the
Feb. 16 Faculty Senate meeting, the
CUPB chair was one of 177 civil service
personnel laid off. Faculty Senate chair
Jemmie Robertson said at their meeting that the layoffs represent an alarming “wake-up call” to the depth of Eastern cuts.According to the CUPB agenda,
Glassman will give a response to the letter
sent out by the Higher Learning Commission two weeks ago. The HLC letter asked higher education institutions to
provide emergency plans explaining what
the institution will do if it closes down.
The HLC also sent a letter to Gov.
Bruce Rauner and the General Assembly urging them to consider the affect
the budget crisis has on students and
the future of Illinois’ public higher education system, according to a Feb. 5 article in the Chicago Tribune. Glassman
will also give an update on the furloughs
and layoffs and on the budget and plans
for FY ‘17. Members of the CUPB asked
for an update on admissions, recruitment
and spring enrollment. According to the
agenda, each vice presidential area and
the president will provide members with
information about the effect the layoffs
will have on certain areas on campus.

A new law, effective Jan. 1, could
protect underage drinkers in emergency situations.
The Alcohol Poisoning Immunity Law, known formally as House Bill
2341, states that if a person is intoxicated while below the legal drinking age and needs to call for emergency medical assistance, neither the 911
caller nor the individual they are helping will be issued a citation.
State Rep. Naomi Jakobsson,
D-103, created the bill in collaboration
with the late Brock Gebhardt, a former
president of the Student Senate at the
University of Illinois.
According to an article from The
Daily Illini, Gebhardt and Jakobsson
wanted to protect underage drinkers
who call for help when another underage person is in need of treatment for
alcohol poisoning or other emergencies.
The bill was first introduced to
the Illinois General Assembly in Feb.
2013.
Gov. Bruce Rauner passed the bill in
August 2015.
According to the Illinois General Assembly website, the law is an
amendment to the Liquor Control Act
of 1934, which deals with the distribution of alcohol.
University Police Lt. Kent Martin
said the law would not have a major effect on the policing of the campus.
“We have generally operated under
these guidelines by referring cases to
the Office of Student Standards,” Martin said.

Analicia Haynes can be reached at
581-2812 or achaynes@eiu.edu.

Law protects
underage drinkers
in emergency
situations
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A new Illinois law will help protect underage drinkers in emergency situations if they or someone they’re with
needs medical assistance.

The immunity law has several requirements for the individual to be free
from a citation for underage drinking.
The person must be seeking medical attention for themselves or another
individual. If emergency personnel are
contacted or arrive on the scene and
there is no evidence of a medical emergency, the underage drinkers will be issued citations.
Martin said another requirement is
that the caller stays on the scene or at
a medical facility until a law enforcement officer, medical provider or emergency responder arrives, adding that it
is essential to comply with authorities.
“The caller must stay on scene and
cooperate with (Emergency Medical
Services) and law enforcement,” Martin said.
The law does not extend to situa-

tions in which an officer has reasonable or probable cause to arrest, detain
or search an individual for criminal activity.
Although he has not been involved
in a situation in which the law applies, Martin said there have been several success stories from across the state
and the country because of the immunity law.
The amendment to the immunity
law states that members of organizations, such as fraternities or sororities,
are granted immunity through this law.
Those who engaged in hazing are also
protected under the bill.
Lindsey Tieffel, a freshman early
childhood education major, said she
felt that the law was good to have in
place to ensure the safety of underage
drinkers.

“If it were some kids who hardly
drank and something happened and
they take enough responsibility to call
for help, they shouldn’t be penalized,”
Tieffel said.
Tieffel said people under 21 would
continue to drink, and the law might
encourage underage drinking.
Hannah McDonald, a freshman
psychology major, said the law would
encourage responsibility in drinkers
under the legal age.
“A lot more people will be more responsible, and it will help because people will focus on getting help rather
than worrying about the consequences,” McDonald said.
Kaitlin Cordes can be
reached at 581-2812
or krcordes@eiu.edu.

Students react to Springfield rally, Rauner’s speech
By Analicia Haynes
Administration Editor | @Haynes1943
Hundreds of college students gathered in Springfield Wednesday and rallied to voice their concerns to lawmakers and raise awareness about the lack
of funding for higher education and the
Monetary Award Program grants.
Though many said they were satisfied by the turnout of the rally, several
students, faculty and staff said they were
disappointed with the lack of progress
from lawmakers.
Richard Gonigam, a freshman molecular biology major from the University of Illinois, said he was impressed by
the turnout.
“What’s disappointing is that people
should be in class right now,” Gonigam
said. “It’s time though, people have been
too quiet and patient.”
Gonigam said in this situation the
call to action needs to be ongoing pressure students need to put on legislators
so they do not forget about funding

higher education.
DreQuan Green, a freshman mathematics major, said seeing many people at
the State Capitol trying to support Illinois was brilliant and powerful.
“These people did not have to take
time out of their day just to support
their school so it’s really powerful to see
that they did,” Green said. “It shows that
with enough dedication, just by coming
here, we can make a change.”
Catie Witt, the executive vice president for Student Senate, said she
thought the turnout was great.
“I think as students we did the best
we could to get our point across,” Witt
said. “We made Springfield look at us
and realize that students do care and
they do know what is happening.”
However, during his speech Wednesday, Gov. Bruce Rauner said he wants to
make children’s education a top priority
but did not mention funding for higher education.
Instead, he said he will not increase
funding for K-12 education and asked

members of the General Assembly to
work together to enact a budget with a
mix of reforms.
Robert Bioraz, the chapter president
for the University Professionals of Illinois at Chicago State University, attended the rally and said the state does not
need Rauner’s reforms.
“I don’t know what he’s trying to do,”
Bioraz said. “He’s a multi-millionaire.
What does he know?”
Witt said she wished she could have
heard more about what Rauner wanted
to compromise on rather than just what
the state needs to do.
“Legislators know how important
this is, but none of them know how to
work together in order for action to be
taken,” Witt said. “I wish I could have
had more validation that my university
would be safe.”
Jack Cruikshank, a senior political
science major, said spending the day
talking with members of the General
Assembly gave him hope that something
will happen soon in terms of funding.
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Charles Alexander Preston, an African American studies major from Chicago State University, speaks on behalf of the Chicago State student body
during the rally Wednesday in Springfield.

“Even if no representative or senator
would admit it, I believe our presence
was able to change a few minds about
the importance of funding higher ed-

ucation as soon as humanly possible,”
Cruikshank said.
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Local weather

Movie sheds light on Dust Bowl
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SATURDAY

Cloudy

Partly Cloudy

High: 63°
Low: 40°
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Low: 45°
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By Shadezja Garrett
Staff Reporter | @DEN_News
Various faculty, staff and students
were told about the effects of the Dust
Bowl and an old hometown hero in
Thursday’s screening of "The Grapes
Of Wrath."
Kit Morice, curator of education
for the Tarble Arts Center, facilitated the screening and also spoke about
Gregg Toland, the cinematographer
for "The Grapes Of Wrath" and other Academy Award-winning films and
a Charleston native.
Toland was born May 29, 1904, at
409 Van Buren Ave. and left Charleston in 1915, but still has relatives
in Coles County to this day. Toland
moved to Los Angeles with his mother and became one of Hollywood’s
most renowned cinematographers.
Morice found out this information accidentally from looking up the movie.
“ When I came across that, I
thought people need to know that
Gregg Toland is from Charleston,”
Morice said.
Morice also helped with the planning of “Gregg Toland Day,” a community festival celebrating the centennial of his birth in 2004.
She found it surprising that when
Gregg Toland is looked up online, the
only information given about his early
days are that he was born in Charleston in 1904.
“Even the film scholars that were
publishing on "The Grapes Of
Wrath," "Citizen Kane," "The Long
Voyage Home," and all these great
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Kit Morice, curator of education for the Tarble Arts Center presents information about Grapes of Wrath’s cinematographer, Gregg Toland who was a
native of Charleston.

films he did didn’t seem to know anything about his roots,” Morice said.
The screening is a part of an exhibition and program series titled “Dust,
Drought, and Dreams Gone Dry.”
Presented by Booth Library, the series kicked off Jan. 11 with a keynote
presentation and programs including
the screening of "The Dust Bowl" and
presentations from the history, health
studies, music, and English departments.
“When the Booth Library mentioned that they were doing this series and this exhibition, I said ‘Well,
would you be interested in having the
Tarble screen the film "The Grapes
Of Wrath" and then talk about the

Gregg Toland connection?’” Morice
said. “They jumped right on it. That
was in the fall semester. Then we started making arrangements, found a date
that worked and I was able to get the
film rights from The Criterion in Chicago and we just made it happen.”
In "The Grapes Of Wrath," directed by John Ford, audiences follow the
Joad family, who are looking for a better life after the bank seizes their farm.
Led by Tom Joad, the oldest son
who was just let out on parole, the
family endures various hardships and
encounters many people along the
way, all who are chasing the same
dreams.
Morice wanted those who have not

seen the film to gain an understanding
about the personal and economic effects of the Dust Bowl and wanted to
illuminate Gregg Toland and his contribution to the film.
“I just love this film,” Morice said.
“It’s a great story and it’s so beautifully
filmed in black and white. You don’t
see black and white like that today.”
Morice said she feels that students
at Eastern, as well as across the country, should pay more attention to the
Dust Bowl because it is still happening across the world. She touched on
the effects of climate change and how
different areas of the globe are changing negatively. She also talked about
how things like anti-labor movements
are products of the Dust Bowl.
“I think that even though this message comes from the 1930s, it’s very
much for us today,” Morice said.
She said she is pleased with the
people on campus who have shared
their knowledge of the Dust Bowl
and the diverse programs created to
engage various students, faculty, staff
and community members.
The Tarble Arts Center will have
their second “Talk Back Thursday”
next week, where students and community members share thoughts on
what they would like to see happening
within the center. They will also be
opening their all-student gallery soon.
“Dust, Drought, and Dreams Gone
Dry” will conclude Feb. 26.
Shadezja Garrett can be reached at
581-2812 or sdgarrett@eiu.edu.

BSU gives students keys to success
By Josh Saxton
Photo Editor | @DEN_News
The Black Student Union educated students with knowledge not
usually taught in classrooms with
the event Major Keys.
The BSU had workshops on
Thursday throughout the third
floor of the Martin Luther King Jr.
University Union.
While in these workshops, students were able to learn about a
variety of topics, including entrepreneurship, money management,
studying abroad and interview etiquette.
Tiarra Webb, social affairs chair
for BSU, said it is important that
students get this information.
“This event is for anybody and
ever ybody that wants to know
things they don’t teach you,” Webb
said. “ We don’t necessarily get
taught how to manage our money.”
The workshops are new to cam-

pus and the BSU.
Webb said in all the time she
has spent at Eastern, she has never
seen an event like this.
“There hasn’t been an event on
campus that presents all of these
facts at one time,” Webb said. “I
believe this is something new for
us, something new for the campus
and I hope students are receptive
to this information.”
Webb said of all the workshops
put in place, the one on money
management was essential.
Jerome Hampton, community
service chair for the BSU, said he
wants people to grasp the information.
“It’s hard to single out a certain workshop, but the college level
scholarships are definitely important,” Hampton said.
Hampton spoke on this generation’s lack of priorities and how
they put their wants before their
needs.
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Money management was a big
point of interest from all their perspectives.
“People don’t understand how
important it is to save money to
use for other things,” Hampton
said. “Entrepreneurship and interview etiquette are really key in the
outside world. People are going to
judge you based off of your appearance.”
Hampton said he wants students
exposed to this “well of information.”
BSU President Tylen Elliot said
he felt students could take advantage of workshops like Major Keys.
“In our society we don’t take advantage of as many resources as we
could,” Elliot said. “It starts with
the student. If you want more you
would be there.”
When asked about the future of
this event on campus, Elliot said
he hoped to see it again despite a
small turnout of students.

“We are trying to set people up
for success,” Elliot said. “The importance of events such as this still
holds significance not only for African-American students on campus, but also for African-American
History Month as a whole.”
Webb said the BSU is just trying to educate and enlighten their
peers to be entrepreneurs and that
they have people striving for multiple strains of income.
“It is about empowering our
people,” Webb said.
Hampton said he hopes this
event can be used to encourage all
students, not only African-Americans, to self educate.
Elliot said the workshop is preparing students for the future.
“Anything that you learn you can
share with other people,” said Elliot.
Josh Saxton can be reached at
581-2812 or jlsaxton@eiu.edu.

What’s Happening on Campus?

Dust, Drought & Dreams Gone Dry Exhibit | All Day
Booth Library
Kim Krause: The Nature of Things | 10:00 AM - 5:00 PM
Tarble Arts Center
Lunasa with Tim O’Brien | 7:30 PM
Doudna Fine Arts Center - Call 581-3010 for ticket information.
Check out more upcoming events at www.eiu.edu/eiu360/
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Professor mentors students, wins award
By Samuel Nusbaum
Staff Reporter | @DEN_News
English professor Suzie Park has an
office that is essentially a walk-in library.
A bookcase greets whoever opens
the door to the office, covered in books
about plays and literature. In the clearing of the room there are a couple of
chairs and pair of desks. These desks
have more books stacked on top of
them with room for Park’s laptop, a
printer and a microwave. The shelf
right behind the chairs have readings
for the British Romantic era classes she
teaches, while the rest are full of fiction
and theory books she said she would
get to eventually.
Park is a self-described collector of
books.
The Phoenix, Ariz. native was born
near Los Angeles and went back to California for her doctorate at the University of California at Berkeley and did
her post-graduate work at the University of California at Davis. She got her
Bachelor of Arts at Duke University for
both English and African and Asian
languages and literature.
Last spring, Park was awarded two
awards, The Provost’s Undergraduate
Research Mentor Award and the Rodney S. Ranes Outstanding Graduate
Mentor Award. The provost’s award is
a unique one.
“That is for the College of Arts and
Humanities,” Park said. “They are competitive awards.”
Park said she has had talented people to mentor and taught in her English
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Suzie Park, professor of English, was awarded two awards, The Provost’s
Undergraduate Research Mentor Award and the Rodney S. Ranes Outstanding Graduate Mentor Award.

5000 class, which is Introduction to
Methods and Issues in English Studies.
“Mentoring requires very focused

attention to details, as well as a bird’seye view of potential possibilities,” Park
said.

Park has been teaching for 12 years
and said she has formed good connections and has a good idea of how to get
students into good graduate school programs based off of what their interests.
When mentoring, she stresses the importance of being professional in everything her students do and say.
She is also able to get them to present at conferences.
Park gives tips on these conferences,
like which one to attend, how to present things and how to get the audience’s attention.
Ash Samoska, a senior English major, took Park’s Literary Theory class
last year and had her again this year for
British Romantic Literature. She had
nothing but praise for the professor,
saying Park was encouraging and “intimidatingly” smart.
“You can just go to her office and
she will talk to you about tons of stuff,
whether it’s grad school or help understanding a certain theory text, or a
novel, or a poem,” Samoska said. “She
takes time to talk about it and it’s nice
to have that engagement with a professor, not only in class but one-on-one.”
Samoska was once looking at graduate school, but she has now decided to take some time off after graduating. While Samoska was looking for a
graduate school, Park was trying to help
her, by offering to write a letter of recommendation. Park also give Samoska strategies to help get Samoska into
graduate school.
Emily Pawlicki, a senior art education major, also had Park for Advanced
Composition.

“She was always willing to listen to
anyone’s ideas, even those that were
wrong or that she disagreed with,” Pawlicki said.
She said the class was challenging
but Park made everyone think hard and
try their best.
Pawlicki said that Park took interest
in what Pawlicki was doing. Park talked
to Pawlicki after class and gave clear instructions on what Park wanted.
Park said part of her job is to help
students when they are lost or confused. She once helped a student
named Steve Nathaniel with his thesis.
“I worked with what he knew already and what he was already interested in which was science, efficiency
studies, engineering, and poetry,” Park
said.
Park put Nathaniel’s interests together with her expertise in British Romanticism, because Nathaniel had a strong
interest in American Modernist poetry.
Nathaniel then put those two interests together and with Parks’ help, Nathaniel became irresistible for graduate
school programs.
He is now a graduate student at Indiana University and has won scholarships for doctoral programs because of
his work and Park’s help.
“I find the weirdest thing that interests the student so that the student
can pursue his or her passion in a larger
project that requires a lot of concentration,” Park said.
Samuel Nusbaum can be
reached at 581-2812 or
scnusbaum@eiu.edu.

Unity Gospel Ministries to host gospel concert
By T’Nerra Butler
Multicultural Editor | @DEN_News
As a way to bring the campus together through ministry, the dancing
and singing Unity Gospel Ministries
is having a concert called “Wait on
the Lord.”
This celebration will take place at
6 p.m. Sunday in the University Ballroom of the Martin Luther King Jr.
University Union.
The ministry has been planning for
the occasion since the beginning of
January.
Kendall Hurst, president of the
Unity Gospel Ministries, said this annual concert has been a part of African-American Heritage Month for as
long as she knows.

The

DEN
is Hiring

She said their goal is to minster to
the campus and let students know
worshipping is OK.
Cheyenne Hughes, the secretary
for the organization, said because
church played a vital role in the African-American Civil Rights Movement, the “Wait on the Lord” returns
to the campus to pay homage to this.
“Whenever you watch a black history movie, most of the stuff happened in church,” Hughes said.
The choir is also set to sing during the celebration and along with
that comes miming and inspirational dancing.
Cherise Lesley, the parliamentarian
for the organization, said singing has
been a unifying source in the AfricanAmerican community.

“They would sing together and
that was their way to communicate
and get their message across,” Lesley said. “It has always brought us together.”
KeNuu White, the treasurer of the
organization, said this generation of
college students tends to stray away
from God because of all of the other
things going on in their lives.
“I think this event will bring
peace,” White said. “This motivates
(students) and it’s a different way of
speaking to them spiritually.”
Lesley said with the things college
students take on every day, the celebration would hopefully give off a serene atmosphere.
She said even if someone rarely
goes to church, they are always wel-

comed to an event like this one.
“It’s fine that you don’t go to
church every Sunday, so here’s the
chance for you to come and release
all your stress and pain from school,”
Lesley said. “College students go
through a lot and this is a time to
worship and not be afraid.”
LeLonna Goodson, the vice president of Unity Gospel Ministries, said
the celebration would incorporate a
speaker who is a minister.
She said this is her first time helping prepare the night and hopes they
send a good message.
Hurst said one misconception
about people who often attend
church is that they are judgmental,
but that is not that case.
Hughes said with the police brutal-

ity going on in the African-American
community, this is the time for them
to wake up and let God take over, instead of reacting.
“Use the power that God gave
you to stand up for the right thing,”
Hughes said. “It’s almost like everyone expects for us to have this event
so we can bring the campus together.”
Hurst said having a successful
event starts with the executive board.
“We always say, before we go out
and minster to the campus, we have
to minister to ourselves,” Hurst said.
“Even if we minister one person, we
did our job.”
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Tarble Arts Center | 2010 9th Street, Charleston, IL
Open: 10am-5pm Tuesday-Friday | 1-4pm Saturday-Sunday
Closed: Mondays, holidays and during installation periods
(217) 581-2787 | eiu.edu/tarble | tarble@eiu.edu | Follow TheTarble on social media
free admission and visitor parking

T’Nerra Butler can be
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‘Tis the Season

Mace Mackiewicz

Think before
you share
Facebook has evolved over the past few
years from a cool website I used to keep in
contact with friends and family to a borderline nuisance.
Whether it’s the weirdly misused memes,
the total saturation of minions or the
amount of fake news being passed around
as fact, it’s been getting harder to browse
the site.
All of the above things are awful, but
the most egregious thing I have been noticing recently are other people’s videos being
uploaded with emojis and text superimposed onto them.
Sometimes the person uploading the video will be nice enough to give credit, but
it’s dubious at best how many actually got
permission.
I honestly didn’t notice this trend until a
YouTuber named H3H3productions did a
video on a guy named SoFloAntonio.
Videos from SoFlo sometime show up on
Facebook and occasionally he gives credit,
but most of the time it’s just someone else’s
video with emojis and text all over it.
I don’t know how this trend got so big
but after seeing H3H3’s video I can’t scroll
through Facebook without being hyperaware of it.
And it’s weird that so many people seem
to get away with it, too.
Not all videos with text superimposed
onto it are stolen.
Some pages upload their own trailers and
stuff with text, and other pages do tutorials
on things with them.
The problem seems to stem from Facebook’s weird change to its videos a couple
of years ago where they all auto play.
You used to have to follow a link to a
different page to watch videos linked to
Facebook, but now they just auto play
and you are immediately watching videos
whether you want to or not.
It wouldn’t be too bad if there were only
a few pages that did this.
I have quite a few blocked and hidden myself but other pages have taken to
the same practice, and it’s pretty much
unavoidable now.
The other awful part of Facebook that is
everywhere now are those tutorials on how
to make certain foods.
I think it was started by Buzzfeed, but I
am not absolutely sure.
I have family members who share these
all the time, and yet I don’t know a single
person who has actually used those video
tutorials to make anything.
Most video tutorials or Buzzfeed videos
are the blight of Facebook.
I normally hate being the guy that says
things used to be better. But with Facebook
it is almost true.
There’s always been pointless fluff, but at
one point it was easy to filter it out.
Now it’s almost everywhere, and if I
didn’t need the site to keep in contact with
some people, I would be deleting it instead
of avoiding it every day.
Mace Mackiewicz is a senior journalism major. He can
be reached at 581-2812 or mmmackiewicz@eiu.edu.
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Staff Editorial

Students rally, Rauner doesn’t listen
Wednesday’s rally in Springfield showed
everyone inside and outside of Illinois how
much Illinois college students care about their
education.
Unfortunately, that point seems to be
unequivocally lost on the governor as he spoke
to the General Assembly during his budget
address.
“We must make the education of our children our top priority,” Rauner said as he spoke
to Illinois lawmakers.
All his talk about increasing education funding, he not once however mentioned funding
for higher education — appropriations for each
school, MAP grants for students.
Instead he talked about funding for early
childhood education and K-12 school districts.
What about the rest of us? We’re here too.
We’re sorry dear governor, but education
doesn’t end when you turn 18.
For some people, it doesn’t stop at a bachelor’s degree.
For others, it goes as high as a master’s
degree.

For the rest, they desire to attain a Ph.D.
Gov. Rauner, you are certainly doing a bangup job of keeping the “Illinois is a terrible place
to live” mantra alive and kicking – which is
what public higher education will cease to do if
this sideshow keeps up.
It will wither and die, and your callous disregard for our state will be remembered for generations to come – from the people who decide to
stay in Illinois to transplants who went to find
public education elsewhere and never returned
home.
An article on Illinois Policy Institute shows
that Illinois is the “worst possible state to live
in,” while Texas is the “best possible state to live
in.”
Doesn’t take a genius to figure out why.
When will you listen to the cries and shouts
emanating from the over 916,000 students in
public higher education whose future you’re
helping to steal?
How many boos will it take as you walk
around the Capitol Building from a college student who isn’t sitting at a desk but fighting for

their constitutionally-mandated education?
Students from only a handful of schools
came out to rally for their education.
How many will it take to see any action?
1,000? 10,000? 100,000?
What is your end goal, Governor?
Are you trying to drive over 12 million people out of the state? Because students will find
higher education elsewhere and never return.
Are you trying to drive businesses that call
Illinois home out of the state? Will businesses
want to stay if there is a mass migration?
There is no doubt that entire families will
uproot themselves to settle in a state that contain what families want – jobs and education.
We are one of two states in the nation that
have no budget – Pennsylvania is the other.
How are you justifying this?
College students are waiting for a straight
answer as you continue to slowly drive nails into
our state.
The daily editorial is the majority opinion of
the editorial board of The Daily Eastern News.

Sean Says: Be aware of what you wear
So lemme tell you this, you need to know
when to dress professionally and when you can
just be casual.
I always thought that was obvious until I went
to Nashville last weekend for the College Sports
Media Workshop where I was able to learn from
the best sports writers and broadcasters in the
business.
Everyone there pretty much had the brain to
realize that this was a time for professionalism
and not a time to wear street clothes.
Now I’m not talking about wearing a suit and
tie, some people did, but most just wore polos or
sweaters and button up shirts.
Then there was the one yahoo who decided
it was a good idea to wear a Slayer T-shirt to the
conference.
For you as a reader, not even really knowing too much about what happened at the conference, can you see how that might not be good
idea?
No one was going to walk up to this him and
call him out on it, but man did he stand out in a
crowd of freshly dressed college students.
Not to mention in front of Buster Olney, Karl
Ravech, and Lee Jenkins just to name a few.
When it comes down to it that probably won’t
effect his future in the sports writing or broad-

Sean Hastings
casting business, but it did look bad on his part.
I have attended one of these workshops
before.
Last year it was held in the Nashville Predators stadium (Bridgestone Arena), and this year
was in the Tennessee Titans stadium (Nissan Stadium).
Even for my first time going, I knew that I
should dress professionally.
This kid in the Slayer shirt really stood out
and didn’t make a very good impression I could
imagine.
There is a time for him to wear that T-shirt,
and that time is any time but at the Sports Media
Workshop.

He could wear that anywhere and no one
would think anything of it, but the fact that he
wore that surrounded by people dressed up, it
was weird.
Now I’m not trying to make fun of this guy
or even say he would make a bad sports writer or
broadcaster.
I’m just using him as an example to show that
there are times to be professional and casual.
Maybe someone did say something to him, and
he will know for next time.
I mean me personally, I wear a lot of Dave
Matthews Band shirts, but I will never wear one
to a conference or when I cover any sporting
event on campus for The Daily Eastern News.
I’ll wear them all around campus, but when
that game rolls around or any other special event,
that shirt comes off and a polo comes on.
That is the thing I want all of you to learn
from this, if you did not know before. There is
a time to dress however you want, and there is a
time to dress professionally for the event you are
going to attend.
Wear that Slayer T-shirt somewhere else, man.
I hope your weekend is better than mine.
Sean Hastings is a sophomore journalism major. He
can be reached at 581-2812 or smhastings@eiu.edu.
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Manager juggles 2 stores, single fatherhood
FRIDAY, FEB. 19, 2016

										

By Jack Arkus
Staff Reporter | @DEN_News
Christopher Davis is the man
who unlocks the door every day at
the local corner store on campus.
Davis has been the manager of
Positively 4th Street for 10 years.
Positively 4th Street is now four
times bigger than it used to be when
it opened in 1992.
Walking into the store, it is
hard not to get hit by the pungent
smell of incense sticks that linger
throughout the establishment.
One wall is covered with T-shirts
of various musicians.
The wall next to the register is
covered in bulletin boards laced
with stickers in many colors and sizes.
The space behind the glass counter bends into a narrow hallway that
leads to the basement of the store.
The dimly-lit basement is submerged in store inventory such as
Eastern apparel, various CDs, and
life-size posters of pop icons.
In the corner, lies a desk and on
this desk is a stack of papers.
This is the desk of the manager.

»

RAUNER

Davis is not only the manager of
a store; he is also a single father and
has been one for six years now.
Davis sits in a brown leather chair. Outlined behind him is a
purple and white tie-dye quilt acting as a makeshift curtain that covers a crawl space.
Davis has life-long ties with the
owner, Kirby Johnson, who started
Positively 4th street in 1992.
Johnson also runs other stores
such as Gavina Graphics.
The connection between the
two has allowed Davis to raise his
10-year-old son, Hayden.
Davis has no problem bringing
Hayden into the store and showing
his son where he makes his living.
“I’ve brought him in and shown
him registers. I want him to get the
structure,” Davis said as he stared at
the red screensaver bouncing off his
boxed computer screen.
Hayden comes into the store
from time to time and pushes people out of the way to get on a register because he wants to.
Davis is supportive of his adolescent son and has tried to protect
him from anything that has stood
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Christopher Davis stands behind the counter of Positively 4th Street Records, the store he manages.

in the way of him being successful,
such as a divorce.

Davis received a philosophy and
an art degree from Eastern.

His artistic ability was acquired
from a young age, courtesy of his
mother, who was an art teacher and
gave him a love for art.
His dad gave him the ability to
be a critical thinker because of his
profession as a lawyer.
Davis said he views his position
in life as lucky.
Tapping his left foot against the
cold cement basement floor, Davis
shared a tip on fatherhood.
“Don’t be too hard on yourself,
man,” he said, chuckling. “It’s hard
to watch (Hayden) grow up while
I’m having these emotions I never
knew I even had.”
Davis fought for his son because
he knew they had the strongest of
connections.
He said he truly felt that he has
won in terms of his son living with
him and he is winning a little more
each and every day because of it.
There is only one picture hanging
up on the wall next to his desk.
That picture is of his son, Hayden.
Jack Arkus can be
reached at 581-2812
or jtarkus@eiu.edu.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Rauner said on Tuesday that he
would veto SB2043, which calls for
$721 million in funding for higher
education, including $373 million
for MAP grants.
If the MAP grant is not funded,
Green said, it will put him in a lot
more debt.
“I’m going to have to transfer to
another school if something bad
happens to Eastern,” Green said. “I
will probably have to go to Southern Illinois University but I don’t
want to do that because that’s closer to home and I don’t want to be
close to home.”
Green said he chose Eastern because wants the chance to meet new

people who are not still connected
with his hometown.
Charles Preston, a senior from
Chicago State, lead a group of students from Chicago State and spoke
at the rally.
“ We’re not here to play with
(lawmakers) like they play us,”
Preston said. “They’ve been playing
political chess with us.”
Emily Brelsfoard, a senior communication studies major at Eastern, said it is really hard to see people affected by the lack of funding.
“It’s so sad,” Brelsfoard said.
“You want to be able to come back
here in 50 years and bring your
grandkids, but that might not hap-

pen.”
Akeem Forbes, a senior English
major, said Rauner will not budge
and is only concerned about being a dictator over the state’s budget and spending the state’s money
as he pleases without being sympathetic as to where the funds go.
Forbes said even though Rauner
is not going to budge that does not
mean members of Congress will not
and students should call representatives, become educated on the issues going on and stand out.
“I think students should continue to push and make their voices
heard,” Witt said. “Sometimes you
may feel like giving up, or you may
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“It’s so sad. You want to be able to come back here
in 50 years and bring your grandkids, but that might
not happen.”
-Emily Brelsfoard, senior communication studies major
feel like nothing is getting accomplished, but sometimes it takes a
little longer than a day to see the
impact you have.”
Forbes said the rally has caused a
stir on campus and students should
not be afraid to voice their opinions.
He said the more who continue
to voice their opinion on the issue
the better.

“I believe it will take another
trip, with a greater number of students from all over the state who
are energetically charged for activism, ready and willing to be aggressive with government officials in
order to get funds,” Forbes said.
Analicia Haynes can be
reached at 581-2812
or achaynes@eiu.edu.
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Swim teams wrap up
day 2 of championships
By Sean Hastings
Sports Editor | @DEN_Sports
Senior Kaylee Morris had the
Eastern school record in the 50yard freestyle heading into the
Summit League Championships,
and that record was broken by
none other than Kaylee Morris.
Morris’ previous record time
was 23.81, but her time of 23.47
will stand as the new Eastern record.
Coach Jacqueline Michalski
said it was exciting for Morris to
go out by setting a record in her
final year.
Eastern had six total swimmers crack the top 10 for Eastern history. The Panthers posted
times in seven different events in
the finals at night.
Senior Joann Wakefield
joined Morris in the top 15 in
the 50-yard freestyle in the finals.
Morris finished in eighth place
with a time of 23.86, and Wakefield tied for 14th with a time of
24.53. Wakefield’s time earned
her a spot in the top 10 in Eastern history.
Senior Kelsey Ferguson was
just .02 seconds shy of setting
the Eastern record for the 200yard individual medley. She finished in 14th with a time of
2:09.26. She holds the second
fastest time for the women in
Eastern history.
Senior Fallyn Schwake also
moved herself into the top 10
with a time of 5:14.45 in the
500-yard freestyle. Her time was
good enough for sixth in Eastern
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Senior Dylan Ferguson swims the 100-yard breaststroke against IUPUI on Oct. 7 at Padovan
Pool.

ies secured his spot in eighth allhistory.
For the men, seniors Jake time in Eastern history.
The night started with the
Roberts and Kyle Ruckert finished just two spots from each 200-yard freestyle relay which
other in the 500-yard freestyle. featured a fifth-place finish for
Roberts’ time of 4:42.34 was the women. The relay team
good enough for 14th place. of freshman Martee Grainger,
Ruckert finished in 16th with a sophomore Dani DiMatteo,
time of 4:47.48. In the prelim- Wakefield and Morris finished
inaries, Ruckert earned a new with a time of 1:36.69.
“We’re dropping extreme
personal best in the event.
Sophomore Stephen Truchon amounts of time,” Michalski
finished in 15th with his time of said. “That’s really what the goal
21.17 in the 50-yard freestyle. has been. I know it’s hard with
But his time of 21.10 in the pre- not bringing as many people
liminaries was good enough for back (for the finals) as we would
like to, but we’ve had some great
seventh best in Eastern history.
successesSales
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Crossword
ACROSS

day one with another one on day
two. The men and women both
currently sit in sixth place after
the first two days. Day three of
the Summit League Championships will get underway Friday
morning with the preliminary
session at 10 a.m. The finals will
begin at 5 p.m.
The day will begin with the
400-yard medley relay and the
400-yard individual medley.
The 100-yard butterfly will follow, with 200-yard freestyle happening right after. The events
will conclude with the 100-yard
breaststroke and 100-yard backstroke.

1, 2 and 4 BEDROOM APARTMENTS
AVAILABLE JUNE OR AUGUST

Beautiful 2 BDRM Apts. Cathedral
ceilings, walk-in closets, central
A/C, fitness center, sundeck,
trash, water included. Very clean,
safe, quiet environment. Great
for grad students, upperclassmen, or non-traditional students.
Short- and long-term leases. Best
prices in town. 815-600-3129
leave message.
________________________ 2/19
3 or 4 Tenants off street parking 2
bathroom washer dryer 3 blocks
from campus 1710 11th St.
(217) 273-2507
________________________ 2/21
8 bedroom house and 5 bedroom
house good location also 2 bedroom apartment water included
new carpet/ nice appliances Village
Rentals (217) 345-2516
________________________ 2/23
5 BR House - 2 full baths, 2 half
baths. W/D included. 1025 4th
Street. Large deck. Call Tim Thompson 618-670-4442
________________________ 2/24
Awesome 3 bedroom townhouse.
Call 24 hours for details
217-549-2668.
________________________ 2/25
Beautiful 3 bedroom 1 and 1/2 bath
duplex fully furnished parking trash
cable and internet included in rent
$365 a month per person
(217) 345-3353
________________________ 2/29
Beautiful big 4 bedroom 2 bath duplex fully furnished parking trash
cable and internet included in rent
$365 a month per person
(217) 345-3353
________________________ 2/29
2 Bedroom Houses, Fall. Close to
campus. Appliances. 11 month
lease. (217) 549-7031.
________________________ 2/29
www.CharlestonILApts.com
________________________ 2/29

For rent
Fall 2016: Very Nice 1, 3, 4, 6, 7, & 8
BR Houses. 1 - 3 Blocks from Campus. Rent includes lawn care, trash,
and utility allowance.
217-493-7559. myeiuhome.com
________________________ 2/29
Very nice 2 & 3 BR, 2 Bath furnished
apartments behind McHugh’s.
Rent includes cable and internet.
Call 217-493-7559 or
myeiuhome.com
________________________ 2/29
Leasing for Fall - 1 and 2 Bedroom
Apartments. 1041 7th Street. Clean,
efficient, convenient, and affordable. Laundry, off-street parking, no
pets. Deposit and references required. 217-345-7286
________________________ 2/29
For Summer & Fall 2016 - 1, 2, 3
and 4 BR Apts. 348-7746.
www.CharlestonILApts.com
________________________ 2/29
Properties available 7th Street. 2
blocks from campus. 5 and 6 BR
houses with trash paid. Call
217-855-8521.
________________________ 2/29
See our properties at
ppwrentals.com 217-348-8249
________________________ 3/11
GREAT LOCATIONS 1, 2, and 3
bedroom apts available August
2016 ppwrentals.com
217-348-8249
________________________ 3/11
AVAILABLE JANUARY 2016 one
bedroom apt ppwrentals.com
217-348-8249
________________________ 3/11

217-581-2816
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By Mark Shanahan
Staff Reporter | @DEN_Sports
The Eastern women’s basketball
team will have an opportunity to
start a new winning streak against
conference opponent Southeast Missouri on Saturday afternoon after
losing in overtime to Murray State
Wednesday.
The Panthers snapped its 21-game
losing streak against Southeast Missouri earlier this month.
They went on to win two-straight
games before losing the game against
Murray State.
Sophomore guard Grace Lennox
said the team would be able to shake
off the tough loss.
“It was a tough loss, but overall we
played a decent game and did a lot of
positive things that we will carry into
our next game on Saturday,” she said.
After winning two out of the three
games during the home stand, Eastern will have to go on the road for
two games against Southeast Missouri and Tennessee-Martin.
The Panthers have yet to win a
game away from home this season,
and this will be the last two chances
to do so as there are only three games
remaining in the season.
Lennox thought the team did well
with rebounding and limiting turnovers in the overtime loss to Murray
State on Wednesday.

“We out rebounded them, hustled
and fought out the game,” she said.
“We only had 12 turnovers, and we
found numerous ways to score.”
Eastern is heading into the matchup with an overall record of 3-22 and
2-11 in conference play.
Southeast Missouri heads into Saturday with a record of 14-12 and 7-6
against OVC opponents.
SEMO is returning home after a road trip where they lost three
straight games.
They have been outscored 175 to
126 in the last two games, which
came against Tennessee-Martin and
Murray State.
SEMO began its three game road
trip against Eastern on February
6 and lost 59-64 after a late fourth
quarter effort by the Panthers.
The Panthers got a huge game
from junior Erica Brown who earned
a double-double with 12 points and
10 rebounds last time against SEMO.
She was one of three different Panthers to record double figures on the
night.
Junior Phylicia Johnson was the
team’s leading scorer with 19 points.
Johnson had a big fourth quarter
to lead the Panthers to a comeback
victory as 15 of her 19 points came
in the fourth alone.
All of her points in the game came
in the second half, as SEMO did not
have an answer for her on defense.
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Sophomore guard Grace Lennox scored a career-high 23 points in the Panthers' 74-71 loss to Murray State on
Wednesday in Lantz Arena.

Eastern shot 46.4 percent in the
second half of the early February
game while outscoring Southeast
Missouri, 46-30.
Freshman forward Halle Stull
came off the bench with 11 points

on Saturday at 2 p.m. in Cape Girardeau, Mo.

and six rebounds.
Lennox played the full game with
six points, seven rebounds and five
assists.
The Panthers will attempt to get
that first road win of the season

Mark Shanahan can be
reached at 581-2812 or
mmshanahan@eiu.edu.

Track, field teams set to host Friday Night Special meet
By Jonathon Montgomery
Staff Reporter | @DEN_Sports
The Eastern men’s and women’s
track and field squads are set to host
their annual Friday Night Special
meet on Friday before the Ohio Valley Conference indoor championships
next week.
The meet will take place inside of
Lantz Fieldhouse with field events beginning at 2 p.m. and track events
starting between 3 and 3:30 p.m.
The Panthers are expecting to host
an estimated 300 to 400 athletes from
surrounding area schools.
A few Division I schools set to
take action this Friday include Bradley, Butler, Southern Illinois, and Indiana State.
The lower levels of collegiate athletics will be well represented in the
meet as well.
The list of notable names include
Division II’s McKendree Universi-

ty and Kentucky Wesleyan, Division
III’s Millikin University, plus Vincennes University and Lincoln College representing the National Junior
College Athletic Association.
Coach Tom Akers said a few
schools, including Eastern, are resting a few of their athletes during the
meet and scouting potential athletes
that could give their teams a chance at
an indoor title.
“With this being the weekend right
before everybody’s conference championships, we are resting a lot of our
good people. Some of them may be
racing down to work on their speed,”
he said. “Some of our kids who are on
the bubble as far as making the conference squad, this gives them a last
chance to make an impression on the
coaching staff for us to choose them
as part of our team going into the
OVC Indoor Title meet.”
This meet for the NJCAA athletes
is the perfect platform for them to
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“For the most part, we are more concerned with individual performances and preparing ourselves for scoring well next week.”
-Tom Akers, track and field head coach
earn a spot in a national championship.
“The junior colleges use this as
their qualifying meet for the NJCAA
Championships,” Akers said. “For
them, if they are the first junior college athlete in the rankings after the
meet, they automatically qualify for
their national championships.”
Eastern will field 36 to 40 athletes
that will compete in the meet, including junior Anita Saffa.
Saffa is tied with the second fastest
time in school history in the 60-meter
dash, and she has two-hundredths of a
second separating her last four race results in the 60-meter dash.
“She has been consistent,” Akers
said. “She is ready to see a big break-

through. We got to make sure she is
healthy next week and she looked
pretty good in practice.”
For the men’s side, Akers said he is
looking for senior Eric Gordon to excel in the pole vault.
“His confidence level is high going
into this weekend and next weekend
that we are going see what we are really looking for,” Akers said.
As for an overall team strategy, Akers said the scores at the end of the
meet are not the biggest concern for
the Panthers.
“For the most part, we are more
concerned with individual performances and preparing ourselves for
scoring well next week,” said Akers.
“We could finish fourth or fifth and

accomplish everything we needed to
do on the track and field and get people the performances they need, or we
could score a whole bunch of points
and have lackluster performances.”
Eastern finished 1st in both the
men’s and women’s portion of the
meet last year.
Both squads had a combined 31
Top 3 finishes and tallied 13 firstplace finishes.
The Panthers will go on the road
next week in Nashville, Tenn., to participate in the OVC indoor championships on Feb. 26. and 27.
Jonathon Montgomery can be
reached at 581-2812 or
jmmontgomery2@eiu.edu.
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Come back tomorrow to get the scoop on what’s
happening at EIU and in Charleston!

@DEN_Sports tweet of the day: The Eastern baseball team will begin its season Friday at Southern Mississippi.
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Basketball team drops 3rd-straight in OT loss
By Maher Kawash
Staff Reporter | @DEN_Sports
The Eastern men’s basketball team has
gone up and down this season in what has
been a highly contested race for the postseason in the Ohio Valley Conference.
The Panthers traveled to Martin, Tenn.,
Thursday night to take on the Skyhawks,
and all they came away with was another
loss.
Eastern dropped its third-straight game
with the 87-84 overtime loss to TennesseeMartin
The Panthers had a productive scoring
night, topping their average points per game
by 14 points.
Eastern had four guys finish the game in
double-figures, while senior Trae Anderson
led the way with 19 points.
Junior Demetrius McReynolds finished
with 19, freshman Casey Teson scored 16,
and sophomore Cornell Johnston added 12
points.
Those guys led the Panthers to shooting
47 percent from the field on the night and
52 percent from the three-point line.
While Eastern did not have too many
problems scoring the ball, it was the defense
that faltered.
Although the Panthers held the Skyhawks
to 47 percent shooting, they allowed Tennessee-Martin to shoot 28 free throws.
Twymond Howard took advantage of that
for the Skyhawks, making 8 of his 9 free
throws, while his teammate Myles Taylor
made 13 of 14 attempts.
Howard finished the game with 29 points
and 12 rebounds to lead Tennessee-Martin, and Taylor added 23 points and 11 rebounds.
And in yet another game, the Panthers lost
the rebounding battle.
Eastern lived up to its rank as the worst
rebounding team in the OVC, as TennesseeMartin won the battle on the boards, 40-31.
Eastern also turned the ball over 15 times
against the Skyhawks.
While Tennessee-Martin scored just 11
points off of turnovers, the Panthers took
advantage of theirs.
Eastern finished with 21 points off of 16
turnovers on the night.
And the story of the night was in the
paint, as the Skyhawks outscored Eastern
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Sophomore guard Cornell Johnston has 299 points in 27 games played, averaging 11.1 points per game.

there, 34-20.
Not only did the Panthers fall to 7-7 in
OVC play, but they fell even further back in
the division standings.
Eastern sat atop the division standings a
little over a week ago, but since then things
have gone south.
With the loss, Eastern fell a game and a
half behind Tennessee-Martin in the OVC
West.
Tennessee-Martin also moved into a first

place tie with Murray State at 8-5 in conference play.
The loss also extends the Panthers’ struggles on the road, as they drop to 3-9 when
playing away from Lantz Arena.
It was a tough loss for Eastern, considering the fact that the Panthers led for 23 minutes of the game.
But struggles on both sides of the ball
down the stretch caused Eastern to fall in
the game and into an even bigger hole in the

OVC West.
The Panthers will now turn their focus to
their next game, as they hit the road to take
on Southeast Missouri Saturday at 4 p.m.
It can be said that Eastern must win its
last two games to earn a berth in the conference tournament, as well as a quality seed if
the team does make it.
Maher Kawash can be reached at
581-2812 or mwkawash@eiu.edu.

Baseball team to open season with 3-game series
By Maher Kawash
Staff Reporter | @DEN_Sports
Coming off an offseason filled with change
and improvement, the Eastern baseball team
is ready to get back in action.
The Panthers hit the road to open the season, as they take on Southern Mississippi Friday in the first game of a three game series.
After going 13-36 a year ago, the Panthers
called on Jason Anderson to be the team’s
new head coach in hopes of turning things
around.
“We have younger coaches who are full of
energy,” senior pitcher Jake Johansmeier said.
“They expect a lot from us and they have
pushed us hard all year.”
With a new coaching staff, 15 new players, and eight seniors on the team, the Panthers feel confident that the time is now to
get back on the winning track.
“This team is special, and we’re going to
show a lot of people what we’re capable of doing,” Johansmeier said.
Johansmeier is one of the returning seniors
that will have an important role in the team’s
pitching rotation.
Southern Mississippi offers a great challenge for the Panthers to begin the season.
In the last meeting between these two
teams, the Golden Eagles topped Eastern,
6-3.
The all-time series has not been competitive either, as Eastern trails, 13-2.
While the Panthers have not had much

success in past years against the Golden Eagles, Johansmeier is confident in what his
team can do.
“The mentality we have is we are going to
beat them,” Johansmeier said. “We’re more
physical and more ready to come out swinging than we have in the past.”
The team will be without two of its best
players from last season with Caleb Howell
and Brant Valach graduating last May.
One of the players who may be able to fill
the role is senior Demetre Taylor.
Taylor made a solid contribution in last
year’s campaign, earning All-OVC 2nd team.
He was also the team’s top hitter last season, with a team-leading nine home runs and
a .384 batting average.
There are high expectations for Taylor this
season, as he was named to the First Team
Preseason All-OVC.
Sophomore Joseph Duncan will also play
an important role in Eastern’s first game and
the rest of the season.
Duncan was the team’s everyday center
fielder last season, and earned Ohio Valley
Conference All-Freshman honors.
With those key players, and many others,
the Panthers have a chance to improve on
what was such a dismal season a year ago.
“We just need to play our game. Everyone
knows what they have to do to win and if we
stick to that we will be successful,” Johansmeier said.
With a long season ahead, it all starts tomorrow for the Panthers.
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Former Eastern pitcher Garrison Stenger had three wins and 10 losses in 45 games played during his three years with the Panthers.

"We just need to play our game. Everyone knows what they have
to do to win, and if we stick to that we will be successful.”

Jake Johansmeier, senior pitcher

With the excitement of a new season, and a
long road trip to start it, the baseball team is
ready to kick it into full gear.
“We know our game and all of us are confident that we will win,” Johansmeier said.

“It is baseball, just because we go down south
doesn’t change the rules of the game.”
Maher Kawash can be reached at
581-2812 or mwkawash@eiu.edu.
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"I love that Uptown Funk won record
of the year, because I listened to that
song all year, and I love Bruno Mars."
-Augusta Waggoner,
A senior general studies major
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Monday - Saturday: 7 am - Late
Sunday: 11 am - Midnight
Outdoor Games: Volleyball and Bags
Video Gaming!!
Daily Specials
Check us out on Facebook
Karaoke on Thursdays!

Lefty’s Holler
727 7th Street
YOUNGSTOWN APARTMENTS
youngstownapts@consolidated.net

WELCOME
TO EIU!

916 Woodlawn Dr. (south of 9th st.)
www.youngstowncharleston.com

Call for our
current
Deposit Special!

217-345-2363

1, 2,3 & 4 bedroom units still available!











ONLY A FEW OF EACH SIZE LEFT!
Single, Couple & Family rates available!
Fully Furnished!
View of the Woods!
Large bedrooms with big closets!
Garden Apts. and Townhouse options!
Free Trash and Parking!
Close to campus!
Use Financial Aid to pay your rent!
We welcome students, grad students, professors,
families and working adults!

CALL FOR YOUR PERSONAL SHOWING!
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'Deadpool' lives up to hype
Review by Luis Martinez
News Editor | @DEN_Verge
Perhaps the most unusual and
most vulgar superhero ever conceived, “Deadpool” has finally made
its way into theaters, and it is by far
one of the best superhero films I have
ever seen.
The hype for this movie could not
have been more real, especially after
the test footage was leaked a few years
back, and fans everywhere saw the
potential film that, for a time, they
thought would not happen.
“Deadpool” tells the story of Wade
Wilson, played by Ryan Reynolds, as
he hunts down the man who ruined
his life. Now it is going to be hard not
to spoil the movie, but if you guys
haven’t seen it yet, then I highly recommend you check it out this weekend.
The movie is a perfect blend of
comedy, breaking the fourth-wall,
action, and everything comic fans
would expect about their favorite
“Merc with a Mouth.” Reynolds had
expressed his desire to play Deadpool
for a while now and while he did play
Wade Wilson in the pretty bad movie “X-Men Origins: Wolverine,” this
new film pretty much accurately portrays Deadpool’s origin pretty close to

how it was in the comic books.
Joining Reynolds is T.J Miller as
Weasel, Wade’s best friend, Morena
Baccarin as Wade’s girlfriend, Vanessa, and Ed Skrein as Ajax, also known
as Francis, the film’s primary antagonist.
In just the film’s opening credits, I
already knew that this film was going
to be absolutely funny in the typical
Deadpool fashion. I was not let down
when it came to Reynolds being able
to perform extremely well as Deadpool, a role that seems almost perfect
for Reynolds.
It wouldn’t be a “Deadpool” film
without the title character interacting
with the audience, and the film balances this with plenty of action scenes
as well. For those of you who have
watched the first trailer for the film,
we can see Reynolds poking fun at
himself, with plenty of “Green Lantern” references, which Reynolds also
played as the main character with disastrous results.

Like us on Facebook!
facebook.com/VergeEIU

Verge Editor
Kalyn Hayslett

Verge Designer
Travis White

Follow us on Twitter!
@DEN_Verge

I was really pleased with the final
project, and personally Deadpool is
one of my all-time favorite superhero.
The first ten minutes of the film
was perhaps the best opening sequence I have ever seen because immediately, Deadpool is already mixing things up, and it is just plain awesome.
Deadpool also has some interactions with some members of the XMen, Colossus and Negasonic Teenage Warhead, as they try to recruit
him into the X-Men, which hopefully means we will be seeing him again
very soon.
Deadpool sparked ton of laughs
and excitement and everything you
would expect for a superhero movie
of this caliber. Now, I don’t want to
spoil the ending for people, but just
a fair warning to everyone, make sure
to stick around for the post credit
scenes, it is worth it.
“Deadpool” gives us the origin of
the most popular and funny anti-hero ever in the history of Marvel, and
it is done perfectly. If you guys haven’t
seen it yet, you guys are completely
missing out.

Luis Martinez can be
reached at 581-2812 or
lpmartinez@eiu.edu.

Interested in working
with us?
Have an opinion on
a new movie?
Love new music?
Contact 581- 2812 or
denverge@gmail.com

Jerry’s Pub

Drink Specials!
& Karaoke!
FROM 9PM - CLOSE

1508 4th St. - (217) 345 - 2844
(At the corner of 4th and Lincoln)

Worship Directory
First Christian Church - Sunday Morning 9:00 am
411 Jackson, Charleston, IL
Christian Campus House - Sunday Morning 10:30 am
4th Street (Across from Lawson Hall)
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Lúnasa members are Kevin Crawford (flutes, low whistles and tin whistles), Trevor Hutchinson (double bass), Ed Boyd (guitar), Colin Farrell (fiddle and whistles), and Cillian Vallely (uilleann
pipes and low whistles).

Performance to combine Irish, American sounds
By Mercury Bowen
Staff Reporter | @DEN_Verge

Collaboration between Lúnasa, a renowned Irish band, with
Tim O’Brien, an American musician, will combine both cultural
sounds at 7:30 p.m. on Friday in
the Doudna Fine Arts Center.
Trevor Hutchinson, bass player and founding member of Lúnasa, said that he thinks Lúnasa’s
music is very easy listening and is
a good introduction to Irish music for those who have not heard
it before.
Hutchinson said that his favorite song changes from day to day.
In general, he said his preference
would be the slower material.
“It’s not all jigs and wriggles,”
Hutchinson said. “There are some
nice slow tunes as well.”
Lúnasa is an all-instrumental group featuring a wide variety
of instruments including double
bass played by Trevor Hutchinson,
flutes, low whistles and tin whistles played by Kevin Crawford,
guitar played by Ed Boyd, fiddle
and low whistle played by Seán
Smyth, and uilleann pipes and low
whistles played by Cillian Vallely.
Hutchinson also said that one of
the main things Lúnasa is looking
forward to with this tour is their
collaboration with Tim O’Brien.
O’Brien first came to Lúnasa’s
attention when he produced his
1999 album "The Crossing."
Many of the band members
went to see him, and some have

“It's really evocative, it's kind of exotic to the
American ears in a way. And yet, it's very familiar.
-Tim O'Brien, musician
worked with him on separate occasions since then.
It was for this reason that Lúnasa reached out to O’Brien as a featured vocalist for the tour.
This collaboration between Tim
O’Brien and Lúnasa promises to
be a different departure for them,
as each has their own style.
“It’s a more bluegrass side of
t h i n g s ,” Hu t c h i n s o n s a i d , o f
O’Brien’s music.
O’Brien plays the mandolin,
guitar, and fiddle as well as being
a singer and a songwriter on different occasions. His music style
ranges from folk, bluegrass, country, rock, and jazz.
“It’s kind of what they’d call
Americana these days,” O’Brien
said of his music.
O’Brien became interested in
music at a young age, learning guitar and playing piano with his sister. He has now been involved
with music for over 40 years.
Having performed in many
places, O’Brien said he loves the
feeling of interacting with the other musicians and with the audience while performing.
“When you interact with other people there’s a lot of things
you can do to shake things up,”
O’Brien said, “There’s a lot of give
and take.”

The collaboration is not without
challenges however. O’Brien said
that there was a good bit of work
involved stylistically.
With these things in mind, the
groups choose the material to be
performed based on what is good
for the collaboration while still
leaving the pure elements of each
side.
“It’s a real communal experience
with the band as well as with the
audience,” O’Brien said.
The venue of both Lúnasa’s and
Tim O’Brien’s music is important
to the quality of their shows.
Hutchinson said that he supposes Lúnasa does more performing in America than in Ireland for
this reason.
“There’s a really nice series of
concerts in America in the performing arts centers, which is
something we don’t have in quite
the same way at home,” Hutchinson said, “it suits our music well I
think.”
O’Brien said that many traditional Irish groups do tours in
March because people like to remember their Irish heritage near
St. Patrick’s Day.
O’Brien said that he thinks the
mood will be high and the music
spirited and heartfelt as this will be
a reunion of old friends. The per-
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Tim O’Brien's musical style combines folk, bluegrass, country, rock, and jazz
influences.

formance at Doudna is the first
stop on the Lúnasa featuring Tim
O’Brien tour, and Hutchinson said
that they are really looking forward to the show.
“[ We] hope we have a good
show and that everyone goes home
happy," Hutchinson said.

Tickets for the show will be $15
for the general public, $12 for
Eastern employees and senior citizens, and $7 for students.

Mercury Bowen can be
reached at 581-2812
or mjbowen@eiu.edu.
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The theme of this year's Polar Plunge is Swan Lake. Polar Plunge will take place March 5.

Students make tutus for Polar Plunge

By Kalyn Hayslett
Verge Editor | @DEN_Verge

Tables covered in elastic bands
and yards of tulle with busy students assembling their very own
skirts describes how the Polar
Plunge Committee’s Tutu Night
will look on Friday.
The purpose of the tutu night is
to encourage Polar Plunge participants to embrace this year’s Swan
Lake theme, while providing assistance to those who do not know
how to make them.
The goal is for the majority of
participants to wear tutus and corresponding T-shirts when running
into the icy cold Lake Sara near
Effingham on March 5.

Student Council for Exceptional Children Secretary Brandon
Mata said that tutus were the first
aspect that was decided on which
then inspired the overall Swan Lake
theme.
Starting at 4:15 p.m. outside of
Buzzard Hall Auditorium, all Polar
Plunge participants are welcomed;
however, everyone needs to provide
their own materials and tools.
Three yards of tulle is suggested with enough elastic material to
fit participants' waist. All materials
can be purchased at Wal-Mart or
Jo-Ann Fabric.
Mata, who is also the Merchandising and Apparel Design Association president, said there are many
ways to make a tulle skirt, however,

he will instruct the participants to
use one of the easier methods.
“We will cut strips of tulle and
loop them around the elastic band.
It is the most efficient way for us,
because we don’t want to take too
much of their time,” Mata said.
There is no prior sewing experience needed so participants just
need to bring scissors and an open
mind to try this tulle technique.
Sigma Rho Epsilon President
Jessica Nolen said she wants everyone to leave with their very own
tutu but most importantly have fun
while doing it.
“The tutu night is just a bonding
night for all of us to hang out and
create the tutus together,” she said.
Anyone can participate in the

Polar Plunge as long as they fundraise $100 so it can be difficult
to know who exactly is taking the
plunge.
The tutu night was created to
help everyone that is plunging meet
each other, create tutus and enjoy
the refreshments.
Mata said he is mainly looking
forward to having fun and getting
to know everyone who he will be
plunging with.
“It means that much more when
I know the people who share the
same purpose,” Mata said.
Best Buddies, Sigma Rho Epsilon and SCEC are three student
organizations that share the same
heartbeat for special education.
By coming together to not only

organize the tutu night but the polar plunge the members can raise
more funds and awareness for the
spring Special Olympics in April.
Nolen said the common goal for
all three organizations is to work
more with each other and by collaborating with the tutu night they
can accomplish that goal.
“Polar Plunge is great way to
raise awareness for Special Olympics and what so many of us are
passionate about from the three organizations. We wouldn't be jumping into a freezing cold lake for the
heck of it,” Nolen said.

Kalyn Hayslett can
be reached at 581-2812
or kehayslett@eiu.edu.

PHOTO COURTESY OF CC: WIKIPEDIA

Zombies can’t make this movie interesting
Review by Liz Dowell
Copy Editor | @DEN_Verge
My friend and I were extremely excited when we heard that "Pride
and Prejudice and Zombies" was being shown in theaters. We bought our
tickets, got our popcorn, and settled
in.
I was expecting a heroine movie after watching the trailer and seeing the
sisters act all strong.
However, that was the one thing
I did not get. I sat through the entire
movie, trying to figure out what exactly was going on.
One thing I should have done, as
I figured out shortly into the film, is
re-watch the original "Pride and Prejudice."
The movie "Pride and Prejudice
and Zombies" fell flat on it's face. The

only strong scene in the entire movie
was when the women came bursting
into the ball and kicked zombie butt.
Otherwise it was a bunch of repeated puns, mixed up character lines, and
it made Elizabeth Bennet look like a
stuck-up female.
The chemistry between Elizabeth
Bennet, played by Lilly James, and Mr.
Darcy, played by Sam Riley, was unbelievable. I found myself rooting for
one of their characters to be turned
into a zombie, just to get some sort of
emotional reaction out of this movie.

There are a bunch of scenes that left
me guessing how this character survived their enemy. One scene in fact
was where Jane Bennet, played by Bella Heathcote, was riding to Mr. Bingley's house and faced two zombies.
After killing the first zombie, the
scene switches, leaving the audience
wondering what happened and how
she defeated the second zombie.
Parson Collins, played by Matt
Smith, had to be the only character I
actually liked.
His character had similarities with
the original character in "Pride and
Prejudice" but was different enough to
be acceptable for this movie. His character for me was believable.
If you woke up one day and realized that your world was over taken
over by zombies, I'm sure you would
be acting a little looney too. Parson

Collins served as a good comic relief in
this movie.
The rest of the characters in "Pride
and Prejudice and Zombies" were so
annoying it was sick to watch. Lady
Catherine do Bourgh, played by Lena
Headey, was so out of character that I
honestly could not figure out who she
was until I looked her up. Mrs. Bennet, played by Sally Phillips, was more
annoying than her original character
in "Pride and Prejudice." I found myself wishing they would turn her into a
zombie. At least Mr. Bingley was hot
in this movie.
I understand that this movie was
supposed to be satire. But after listening to the same jokes and puns, being confused about the characters, and
struggling to hear what the actors were
saying, I gave up trying to enjoy the
movie.

It also did not help that my friend
and I ended up sitting in front of a
group of loud Eastern students who
laughed at everything Matt Smith
said only because he played one of the
Doctors in "Doctor Who."
Bottom line, save yourself the money and just wait for this to come out
on Netflix. If you have to see it, watch
the original "Pride and Prejudice" first.
I ended up watching the original
movie as soon as I left the theater. The
original is still the best.
Also, that way you can see everyone's favorite scene, the one where
they are married and sitting by the
pond. "Pride and Prejudice and Zombies" left that one out.

Liz Dowell can be
reached at 581-2812
or ehdowell@eiu.edu.

